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Inside Ruyton
Ruyton is a dynamic learning community dedicated to the pursuit  
of educational excellence and personal fulfilment.

We aim to foster the individuality of each student in a caring  
and safe environment, nurturing intellectual, physical and social 
qualities essential for growth.





Ruyton has an outstanding reputation for excellence  
in the education of girls and young women. The School  
is well known for its exceptional culture, providing a clear 
focus on personalised learning and the attainment of 
educational excellence and personal fulfilment. The size 
of our learning community is an important part of this 
culture with our Early Learning Centre, Junior School and 
Senior School sharing the one campus. This provides for 
the natural development of formal and informal 
leadership and mentoring programmes across the 
learning community.

Ruyton girls are proud of their reputation as active  
and involved students. They are provided with a wide 
range of curricular and co-curricular opportunities as 
they move through the School, with many of them 
engaging in a variety of activities which include 
community service, debating, drama, music and sport. 
Their high levels of participation and achievement 
enhance our culture and build their sense of belonging. 
Most importantly, they enjoy these experiences and 
opportunities and develop skills and friendships that  
can last a lifetime.

In an increasingly digital world we ensure that we provide 
our girls with the opportunity to use a variety of tools 
and strategies to approach their learning so they are 
flexible and can adapt to diverse circumstances. 

As a learning community we believe that our girls  
need to be equipped with the skills, knowledge, values 
and attitudes to engage with and respond to the real-
world problems and complexities of the 21st century, 
while maintaining their enjoyment of learning. First  
and foremost they need to see themselves as lifelong 
learners and global citizens, with a responsibility to take 
action. We encourage our girls to think creatively and 
laterally, to think big and to ask questions, so they are 
empowered to meet challenges and make informed 
decisions. Ruyton girls are encouraged to lead.

Ruyton is frequently placed in the top-performing 
schools in Victoria, recognising our strong and  
consistent academic focus. In Years 11 and 12 our girls  
take part in the unique Co-ordinate Programme with 
Trinity Grammar School, providing our students with  
an educational experience that promotes independence  
as they prepare for tertiary education.

There is no better way to understand our School than  
to come Inside Ruyton on one of our Open Mornings  
or to attend one of our Principal’s Conversations and  
experience the Ruyton culture.

I look forward to meeting you and your daughter.

Ms Linda Douglas, Principal

Welcome





As learners our girls are intellectually curious, versatile and can work both independently 
and collaboratively.

When your daughter starts at Ruyton she embarks on a holistic journey where she  
is offered the opportunity to achieve her personal best and educational excellence.  
This is achieved through fostering the individuality of each girl. Our commitment to  
your daughter is constant, but we also respond to change to ensure she has the most 
up-to-date learning opportunities and that she is a well-rounded and active global 
citizen for the 21st century.

From Early Learning to Year 12, personalised learning underpins all that is offered  
at Ruyton, maximising challenge, choice and diversity within the curriculum, across 
co-curricular activities and providing a balance of learning for life. We believe that every 
girl is unique, with a wide range of abilities, interests and learning styles. Individual 
progress is reviewed on a regular basis for each girl, identifying the need for both 
extension and assistance, and this complements the differentiated support provided  
in the classroom. We aim to develop the girls’ potential, and to ensure that they have 
opportunities to extend their understandings within, as well as beyond, the curriculum. 
The School, via the Individual Learning Department, seeks to identify Highly Able, and 
Gifted and Talented students to participate in dedicated programmes. Ruyton’s VCE 
results are consistently outstanding, with many of our students receiving State and 
National Awards recognising academic excellence. 

The Co-ordinate Programme with Trinity Grammar School at VCE offers an integrated 
timetable across the two schools, increasing each student’s opportunity to study  
their preferred VCE subjects, and promoting a more independent learning approach.  
This innovative and unique programme offers the best of both worlds, enabling  
each school to maintain its independence while engaging in co-education in a variety  
of contexts. It begins as early as the Junior School, through the Buddies Programme, and 
extends through the Senior School, with joint drama and musical productions, dancing 
classes and shared community service activities.

Life Long Learning





As leaders our girls act with integrity, self-assurance, initiative and an awareness  
of the value of service.

Leaders are made, not born, and at Ruyton we believe in leadership for all. Girls are 
prepared for leadership throughout their school life, enhancing the individual’s growth 
in awareness, self-esteem and responsibility. In the Junior School girls are encouraged  
to discover and develop their leadership skills through a variety of programmes 
embedded in the curriculum. By year 6 girls have had experience working together both 
as part of a team and as a captain. They learn the demands and satisfaction of service, 
responsibility and the necessity of teamwork to accomplish worthwhile goals. In the 
Senior School leadership takes girls on a journey of progression, from being a leader of 
self, to being a leader of her peers and working in cohesive and supportive teams, to 
being a leader of community both within and outside the School, and, by Years 11 and 12, 
to being a leader of the School, inspiring and motivating others through her actions.  
This progression occurs through sequential leadership training in the House System, 
Year Level Community Service Programmes, Co-curricular activities, the Personal 
Development Programme and Form and student leadership. Our girls are offered every 
opportunity to become real global citizens and leaders.

Leadership for All





Learning Spaces for a Supportive Environment

Ruyton Girls’ School is located in the heart of Kew, seven kilometres east of Melbourne’s 
CBD, and close to public transport and school bus routes. Established in 1878, Ruyton’s 
buildings reflect a combination of the old and the new. At the heart of the School is  
the heritage-protected Moreton Bay Fig tree, standing loyal and true, just like our motto, 
‘Recte et Fideliter – Upright and Faithful.’

We are fortunate to have a single-site campus where the Early Learning Centre,  
the Junior School and the Senior School are all linked. This fosters a strong sense of 
belonging, which manifests itself in a whole-school approach, with students, staff  
and parents working together as part of one school community.

Ruyton has state-of-the-art learning centres, including a Library Resource Centre  
(IT/library facilities, theatrette and audio-visual room), the Prue Gillies Building (visual 
art facilities and the Year 12 Centre) and the Royce Theatre. The Carolyn Anderson 
Building houses the Junior School Centre for Creativity where there are classrooms and  
specialist facilities for music, drama, science and art. The Ruyton Aquatic Centre and  
the John Bate PE Centre house the School’s comprehensive Physical Education,  
Health and Wellbeing facility. 

We recognise the importance of providing the best possible learning and teaching 
spaces for our students and staff, and traditional buildings integrate with modern 
facilities. Currently, we are engaged in a building plan to upgrade our Years 7 and 8 areas, 
our science facilities, the Junior School and the Royce Theatre. Every new infrastructure 
project undertaken considers the environmental impact and includes, where possible, 
energy and resource-saving initiatives.

Learning Spaces









As individuals our girls are confident, resourceful and resilient.

Inside Ruyton we focus on the wellbeing of our girls. Ruyton is a happy school where  
girls and staff respect the right to work in a safe and healthy environment and where 
there is open communication. As part of the Personal Development Programme  
we involve classroom teachers, Year Level Co-ordinators, the Heads of both Junior and 
Senior Schools, and dedicated Junior and Senior School counsellors. Positive relationships 
are promoted across year levels within the Early Learning Centre, and the Junior and 
Senior Schools to widen our students’ sense of responsibility and community. Through 
our programme of personal development we seek to nurture our girls’ confidence and 
self-esteem to help them towards greater fulfilment.

From the time our girls enter Ruyton’s Early Learning we seek to affirm their 
individuality. We have a strong programme of peer mentoring and leadership across  
the School which assists the girls in their development as inclusive and resilient 
individuals. Both in curriculum and co-curricular activities girls have the opportunity  
to learn and grow as part of this programme. We are able to support a smooth passage 
from Early Learning to the Junior and Senior Schools through our transition and 
orientation programmes. Our girls participate in Values programmes across the School 
which explore ethical behaviour. Ruyton’s values are respect, compassion, responsibility, 
integrity, inclusiveness, service, honesty and fairness.

Girls are placed in one of four Houses on their arrival at Ruyton – Anderson, Bromby, 
Daniell or Lascelles – and a sense of pride develops through interaction across all year 
levels. During the year there are swimming and athletics carnivals, and public speaking 
and performing arts events between the Houses. This encourages a spirit of friendly 
competition and teamwork, and provides opportunities for leadership and mentoring. 

Personal Development





As citizens our girls are enterprising, creative and have a commitment to community 
service, sustainability and a global society. Our girls are inclusive and compassionate.

Ruyton is committed to becoming a more sustainable school though involvement with 
the ResourceSmart Schools Programme and the Schools Environment Tracking System. 
Girls are empowered to act through membership of the Green Team in the Junior  
School and environmentally-focused activities and events are organised in the Senior 
School. We seek to promote action where our students can make a difference in raising 
awareness and activism both inside and outside Ruyton. At Ruyton the value of 
volunteering in our world is intrinsic. Our programme emphasises education, awareness, 
support and action to increase our students’ empathy. By recognising and understanding 
hardships faced at a local, national and international level girls become more 
compassionate and inclusive. The Community Service Programme commences at Junior 
level and continues through the Senior School. Girls are involved in a variety of  
activities to support those in the community who are less fortunate. In the Senior  
School each year level has responsibility for a particular charity which is researched  
and promoted through each Form group. Our Junior and Senior girls are afforded 
opportunities in challenging outdoor activities which stimulate them to explore and 
expand their horizons in preparation to become active global citizens. Ruyton also  
has a comprehensive exchange programme with schools nationally and internationally, 
and offers cultural, music and sporting tours.

Global Citizens





A Collaborative and Caring Community

Ruyton is a very special place and this is reflected in the thriving School community. 
Ruyton Early Learning, Junior and Senior School are linked together on the same campus 
and this fosters a strong sense of belonging. Ruyton is a community where teachers, 
girls and their families work together and value each other. This whole-school approach 
to developing and maintaining positive relationships allows our girls to mature as 
confident and self-assured individuals. 

Ruyton has a Board of Directors whose primary responsibilities are to oversee the 
governance and strategic development of the School, including the selection and 
appointment of the Principal, and monitoring and reviewing the School’s operations, 
finances, buildings and compliance obligations. Members of the Ruyton Executive have 
responsibility for the management and operation of the School. The Ruyton Foundation 
supports the School in the implementation of our Strategic Directions. The Parents of 
Ruyton, expressed through over 13 active groups, enriches the experience of the girls in 
their co-curricular activities and the Old Ruytonians’ Association maintains connections 
with the School and its alumnae. 

Community





Ruyton provides our girls with opportunities to become good role models, 
compassionate individuals, wise leaders and responsible global citizens. We are proud  
to acknowledge many outstanding individuals among our past students as women  
of significance in the areas of business, science, medicine, and social justice.

‘It was the culture of always having a go – whether in the classroom or outside of it –  
and believing that I could be anything I dreamt of. School is as much about growing and 
learning about yourself as it is about formal education. It was that holistic experience  
that was so critical.’

Past Student, Olympic Athlete and Lawyer

Into the Future





Recte et Fideliter
Upright and Faithful
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